
Eastern Shore Regional Fire Training Center 
 

September 2012 Minutes 
 

The Fire Training Center Committee met on Wednesday September 26, 2012 at 1900 hours at the Fire 
Training Center in Melfa, Virginia 

 
Committee Members Present 

Ben Byrd 
Terry Gwaltney 

Jim Myers 
Charles Pruitt 
Mick Sharpe 
Steve Wilson 

 
Committee Members Absent 

Jim LeCato 
Adam Zieger 

KW Ainsworth 
 
Call To Order: 
 
The September 2012 meeting was called to order by Acting Committee Chairman, Charles Pruitt at 1900 
hours. The April 2012 minutes were reviewed and approved by Sharpe seconded by Bird.  
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
The September Agenda was presented by Pruitt with no additions. A motion was made by Myers, seconded 
by Sharpe to accept this month’s agenda. Motion approved. 
 
Facility Reports:  
 
Burn Building: Pruitt informed the committee about the new burn building design several items noted were 
as follows: 

1. The only utility on site the will be disturbed is the electrical for the new concrete apron. 
2. The new building will be two stories with 4 rooms on each floor with only one room per floor tiled 

to burn in. HTL lining will be used for quality reasons. 
3. A stand pipe hookup will be included 
4. The roof will be an A-frame roof with a flat spot on top with guard rails and a section with steel 

door to use as a roof cutting prop. 
5. There will be permanent anchor points for repelling training. 

 
Pruitt led a discussion about the start date of the project and it was decided that it would be best to start 
after the next academy finishes there live burns and testing in May. The relocation of the temp sensor was 
discussed but no decision was made. 
 
Pruitt talked with Stewart Hall about the relocation of the fence and he said it was taken care of and they 
would post the proper signage after this seasons crops were harvested. Public works also said they would 
include moving the fence in their budget. 
 
Classroom Building: Pruitt stated that the work on the vestibule was complete and that the class room 
projects were all completed.  He also informed the members that the new TV’s were purchased through a 
CERT grant. 
  
 



 
Grounds: Pruitt reported that the HAZMAT prop has been completed and the FEMA trailer pads are 
finished.  Discussion was had about the new water tank project that was awarded to the Training Center 
through a FEMA grant from the HAZMAT team. Byrd would like to ask the Pump Testing Committee for 
their opinion prior to deciding on the tank type and location above or below grade. 
 
Training Delivery Reports:  
 
Pruitt reported that there will be a Fire Attack Essentials on Tangier, Instructor I class might be canceled, 
May Day class is almost full, and the RIT class has been posted. He also stated that there is a new 1 ½ hour 
online class that must be taken prior to taking any Tech Level course per VDFP.  Pruitt also stated that as a 
way to help reduce the number of no shows to class, he has only posted the class 60 days prior to the start 
date. 
 
The annual seminar this year is going to be Chief Barakey from Virginia Beach Fire Dept.   He will be 
speaking about the Naval Jet Crash that happened earlier this year. It has been scheduled for February 2, 
2013 at 1:00 pm with the doors opening at 11:00 am so the vendors can showcase their items.   
 
A discussion was had about having a grain silo emergency class at Perdue. 
  
Financials: 
 
Training Funds (FY2012) 
Pruitt discussed the training funds for FY2012. The training center has $12,479 from the training levy as of 
this meeting with a projected balance of $10,521which it was decided to leave on the books until the end of 
the year just incase some is needed for the new burn building. 
 
Policy and Procedure: 
 
No discussion was had. 
 
Fallen FF Committee: 
 
Still out to the local fire commissions awaiting their approval and funding. 
 
Scout Committee: 
  
Ainsworth will find out more information from them and report back to the committee.  
 
Old Business:  

1. Truitt’s welding has taken care of all of the remaining items that he received payment for. 
2. L.O.D.D. memorial was presented to the fire commissions and Pruitt told them he would get an 

estimate for construction so they could figure out how much money they needed to raise. He said 
he would have it by October 9, 2012. 

 
New Business: 
 

1. A motion to purchase a training center seal and have it installed on the inner door was made by 
Myers and seconded by Byrd was approved for $127.00. 

2. A discussion was had to consider having EMS try to get funding for a future class room addition.  
3. Doug Jones the new Emergency Management Coordinator put in for a grant for extrication tools 

through CERT. 
 
Adjournment: 
 
A motion was made to adjourn by Byrd and seconded by Gwaltney at 9:05 p.m.  


