
Page 1 of 26 

At the regular meeting of the Accomack County Board of Supervisors, held on the 16th day of July 
2025, in the Board Chambers of the County Administration Building, 23296 Courthouse Avenue, 
Accomac, Virginia at 5:00 p.m. 

The Board of Supervisors minutes are a general account of the July 16, 2025 meeting. For full details 
of discussions, meeting audio can be located on the County of Accomack’s website at 
https://www.co.accomack.va.us/how-do-i/listen-to-meeting-audio. 

1. Opening of Meeting

MEMBERS PRESENT AND ABSENT

Board of Supervisors Present: 
H. Jackie Phillips, Chair
C. Reneta Major, Vice-Chair
Robert D. Crockett
Donald Hart
Vanessa Kay Johnson
Jeffrey A. Parks, Sr.
William J. “Billy” Tarr
Calvin L. Washington, Sr.

Board of Supervisors Absent: 
Roger L. DeGeorges 

Others Present: 
Mr. Michael T. Mason, County Administrator 
Ms. Jan Proctor, County Attorney 
Mrs. Tina Mears, Executive Assistant 

There being a quorum, Chairman Phillips called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

1.1 Invocation 
Supervisor Crockett gave the invocation. 

1.2 Pledge of Allegiance 
The pledge of allegiance was made. 

1.3 Consider Allowing Remote Participation of Board Member(s) (if warranted) 
 No remote participation was warranted 

1.4 Adoption of Agenda 
A motion to approve the agenda was made by Supervisor Hart and seconded by 
Supervisor Crockett. The motion was approved unanimously. 

2. Public Comment

https://www.co.accomack.va.us/how-do-i/listen-to-meeting-audio
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2.1 Public Comment Rules 
Ms. Proctor, County Attorney read the Public Comment Rules into the record. 
 
Chairman Phillips informed the Board that the following signed up to speak for the Public 
Comment session: 
Opposition of widening Route 175 
Gary Garvey –Wallops Island spoke in opposition of widening Route 175 
Bill Sarber – Wallops Island spoke in opposition of widening Route 175 
Douglas Kahle – Chesapeake, spoke on behalf of client Triangle Enterprises in reference to 
agenda item 10.1 
Anita Johnson, Accomac, spoke in opposition of Triangle Enterprises, agenda item 10.1  
 

3. Consideration of Minutes 
3.1 Approval of June 18, 2025 Regular Meeting and July 10, 2025 Special Meeting 

Minutes 
A motion to approve the June 18 Regular Meeting and July 10, 2025 Special Meeting 
minutes was made by Vice-Chair Major and seconded by Supervisor Tarr. The 
motion was approved unanimously. 

 
4. Recognitions 

none 
 

5. Consent Agenda 
5.1 Approval of Consent Agenda 

Supervisor Crockett read the following disclosure prior to approval of the consent 
agenda due to agenda item 5.2: 

I am currently serving on the Riverside Shore Memorial Hospital Board of Directors, and 
as such, I may have a personal interest in Agenda Item 5.2.  I understand that I am 
authorized to participate in this matter under Virginia Code Section 2.2-3112(B)(1).  I am 
able to participate fairly, objectively and in the public interest. 

 
A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Vice-Chair Major and seconded 
by Supervisor Parks, the Accomack County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to 
approve the following items from the Consent Agenda as presented: 

5.2 Consider Approving a Resolution to Allow H2H Emergency Services to Provide 
Services in Accomack County  

5.3 Consider an application from NSDAR to plant a Jefferson Elm tree and erect a plaque 
on the County Courthouse  

5.4 Consider an application from the Ye Accawmacke Garden Club to erect a plaque on 
the County Courthouse Green 

5.5 Approve award of RFP#337 - Marine Design and Engineering Services. Staff 
recommends that an award be made to Bayland Consultants & Designers, Inc. 

5.6 Consider Resolution Approving Henry Schein Settlement Agreement - Opioid 



Page 3 of 26  

Litigation 
5.7 Consider initiating and referring to the Planning Commission certain proposed 

amendments to Chapter 106 of the Accomack County Code, entitled "Zoning", Article 
X thereof, to add Section 106-243 thereto, to regulate battery energy storage systems. 

5.8 Consider Accepting Hazard Mitigation Plan - Annual Progress Report 
5.9 Consider scheduling a public hearing on proposed amendments to Accomack County 

Code Chapter 106 entitled Zoning to clarify the definition of "Building Height" and to 
provide consistency in the regulation of height throughout all zoning districts 

5.10 Consider scheduling a public hearing on proposed amendments to Accomack County 
Code Chapter 106 entitled Zoning to modify sign regulations in the Industrial District 

5.11  Consider Initiating and Referring REZ-000057-2025 Dale Rivenbark Proffer 
Statement Amendment 

5.12 Consider Retroactive Approval of edits to Resolution of Chew Resolution/VDOT 
request 

5.13 Consider retroactive approval of Cedar Island NFWF-NCRF Project Letter of 
Support (construction phase) 

5.14 Consider accepting DHCD Planning Grant 23-PG-19 for Wishart's Point Housing 
Rehab 

 
6. Items Removed from the Consent Agenda 

      No items were removed from the Consent Agenda 
 

7. Old Business 
9.1 Receive an Update from Onancock's Bayside Revitalization on progress made to date 

removing derelict structures in the Bayside community.  
 At the February Board of Supervisors meeting, Onancock's Bayside Revitalization 
(OBR), a 501c3 tax exempt organization, was awarded a $150,000 grant by the 
County for removal of up to 22 derelict structures in the Onancock Bayside 
community.  The project manager, Mr. Khalid Alvi, provided a status update on the 
project. 
Supervisor Parks commented on one of the Challenges & Concerns mentioned, 
‘project funding does not include staffing cost’, he stated that project management 
costs should be funded. 
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8. Appointments 

8.1 Appointments 
On a motion made by Vice-Chair Major and seconded by Supervisor Hart, the Accomack 
County Board of Supervisors voted to appoint Dr. Ronnie Holden to represent Magisterial 
District 5 to the Accomack County Board of Social Services. The term will commence 
immediately and expire on June 30, 2029. The motion was approved unanimously. 
 
On a motion made by Vice-Chair Major and seconded by Supervisor Hart, the Accomack 
County Board of Supervisors voted to appoint Ms. Gail Godwin to represent the Citizen 
Member to the Accomack County Board of Social Services. The term will commence 
immediately and expire on June 30, 2029. The motion was approved unanimously. 
  
On a motion made by Supervisor Tarr and seconded by Vice-Chair Major, the Accomack 
County Board of Supervisors voted to reappoint Ms. Beth Onley to the Local Finance 
Board.  The term will commence August 1, 2025 and expire on July 31, 2027. The motion 
was approved unanimously. 
 
The following appointments were deferred until the August 20, 2025 meeting: 
Accomack County Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission – ED 4 
Eastern Shore Community College Advisory Board – ED 2 
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8.2 Attendance Report 
Attendance reports were included in the Board’s agenda packet. 

 
9. Public Hearing (6:00 p.m.) 

9.1 Public Hearing Rules  
         No one signed up to speak, rules were not warranted. 
Chairman Phillips opened the Public Hearing at 6:00p.m. 
 
9.2 Changes to Chapter 82 of the Accomack County Code to incorporate changes in state law 
related to collection and remittance of transient occupancy tax 
County Attorney Jan Proctor explained the reason for the public hearing: Amendments to Chapter 82 
of the Accomack County Code are necessary due to changes in state law in relation to the transient 
occupancy tax.  House Bill 2383 alleviates accommodations providers from the obligation to file a 
tax return with the Commissioner of the Revenue if (i) all of the provider’s retail sales of 
accommodations are facilitated by a accommodations intermediary, and (ii) the accommodations 
provider attests to the locality, on an annual basis, that all such sales were faulted by an 
accommodations intermediary. The accommodations intermediary shall submit to the locality on a 
monthly basis the property addresses and gross receipts for all accommodations facilitated by such 
accommodations intermediary and shall be responsible for the collection and payment of the transient 
occupancy tax.  The state law amendments are effective July 1, 2025.  The Commissioner of the 
Revenue has developed an Accommodations Provider Annual Attestation to be filled out by 
accommodations providers in the County.  
 
Chairman Phillips closed the Public Hearing at 6:04 p.m. 
There was no discussion 

A motion to approve the changes to Chapter 82 due to the changes in state law pertaining 
to transient occupancy tax was made by Supervisor Tarr and seconded by Supervisor 
Parks. The motion was approved unanimously. 
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10. New Business 

10.1 Consider a Claim from Triangle Enterprise.  
County Attorney Jan Proctor notified the Board that she will discuss the County’s defense in a 
Closed Session later in this meeting. 
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A motion to deny the Claim from Triangle Enterprise was made by Supervisor Crockett 
and seconded by Supervisor Parks. The motion was approved unanimously. 
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10.2 Consider grants for Airport Runway 2-1 Turnaround Construction Project (Phase 
2) and scheduling associated public hearing. 
Stewart Hall, Deputy County Administrator - Public Works & Facilities addressed the Board 
and explained that Accomack County has received a tentative award of $63,158 from the 
Virginia Department of Aviation to complete Phase 2 of the Airport Runway 2-1 Turnaround 
Construction Project. This project involves the construction of a turnaround area (jug handle) 
located east of the northern end of the runway. This turnaround will allow aircraft to hold 
outside of the Runway Safety Area prior to taking off. This turnaround will also allow aircraft 
to clear the active runway in the absence of a parallel taxiway. This project was previously 
approved by the Board of Supervisors during annual budget deliberations and is included in 
the FY26 Capital Budget. A local match of $15,000 was previously approved. The final 
amount of local match may be as high as $15,380. An overage of $380 can easily be absorbed 
by the Airport's Operating Budget. Staff is recommending that the Board consider accepting 
this grant and authorizing staff to execute the required documents. 
  
Accomack County has also applied for a Federal Aviation Administration grant in the amount 
of $1,461,100 for this project. As the dollar value of the budget amendment needed to proceed 
with this grant exceeds 1% of the County's anticipated total expenditures, a Public Hearing is 
required pursuant to Code of Virginia Section 15.2-2507. Therefore, Staff is recommending 
the scheduling of a Public Hearing for the August 20, 2025 Regular Board of Supervisors 
Meeting. To be clear, the total local (County) match for the grants would not exceed $15,380 
and represents only 1% of the total cost of the project. 
 
Supervisor Parks asked Mr. Hall what the timeline was for completing this project if final 
steps are approved.  Mr. Hall responded that the project would start as soon as 
October/November of this year.  

  
A motion to accept a Virginia Department of Aviation (DOAV) grant in an amount not 
to exceed $63,158 and authorize staff to execute the necessary documents associated with 
this grant AND to MOVE to schedule a Public Hearing for the August 20, 2025 Regular 
Board of Supervisors Meeting to consider a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
grant in an amount not to exceed $1,461,100. The dollar value of the budget amendment 
needed to proceed with the FAA grant requires a Public Hearing pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 15.2-2507 was made by Supervisor Tarr, it was seconded by Supervisor 
Crockett, the motion passed unanimously. 
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11. County Administrator’s Report 
         11.1 Other 

Mike Mason, County Administrator addressed the Board with a request from Sheriff 
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Todd Wessells to establish a fund for drug enforcement operations on an internal basis 
with a starting balance of $3,000.00 since there is not an active partnership known as 
the Eastern Shore Drug Task Force with the VSP as there has been in the past.  
 
Also from County Administrator Mason, good news, the County has been offered a 
grant award for the Virginia Opioid Abatement Award, same grant that we received 
last year.  The ESCSB expansion project, used this money to fund the school-based 
education on prevention the Board was presented with earlier this year.  The grant 
amount Accomack received is $99,701.00, the overall budget is $215,109.00, the only 
local funding is money received through the opioid litigation settlements the county 
receives.  It is on the agenda for the Board to accept the grant.  
Supervisor Hart made a motion for the County to accept the Virginia Opioid 
Abatement Grant, the motion was seconded by Supervisor Tarr, the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

 
   

12.    Board of Supervisors Comment Period 
 
 Vice-Chair Major: Attended the Painter Volunteer Fire Company’s 75th anniversary.  
The food was good, Station 12 rocks!  They use funds wisely, upgrades done to the station, 
saw the newly acquired ambulance and she was able to meet with DPS staff at the event.  
Kudos to them! 
 Supervisor Parks: Wants to bring up the weather patterns that have been occurring 
in recent months.  Does the County have Policy & Procedures in place for flood 
disaster, any plans in place for notifying citizens, safety checks, ?  He feels this needs 
to be looked into and addressed, preparations completed by citizens?.  Another 
alarming subject is tick-borne illnesses. Accomack County in the top county in the 
state for Babesiosis.  

 
 

15. Budget and Appropriation Items 
15.1 Consider Approving Resolution to Amend the FY25 and FY26 Budget. 

A motion to approve the resolution to amend the FY25 and FY26 Budget was made 
by Supervisor Hart and seconded by Supervisor Crockett. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
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16. Payables 

16.1 Consider Payables 
County Administrator Mike Mason certified the June payables as presented. 

A motion to authorize payment of June payables was made by Vice-Chair Major and 
seconded by Supervisor Tarr. The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
 
17. Closed Meeting 

17.1 Closed Meeting 
A motion to go into a closed session, concerning the Virginia Code Section listed 
below, was made by Supervisor Johnson and seconded by Supervisor Crockett. 
The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

17.2 Closed Meeting Pursuant to Va. Code Section 2.2-3711(A)(8) 
Closed session pursuant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711(A)(8) - for consultation with 
legal counsel regarding specific legal matters requiring provision of legal advice pertaining 
to a tax collection matter. 

 
17.2 Certification of Closed Meeting 

A motion was made by Supervisor Johnson and seconded by Supervisor Crockett 
to certify that to the best of each Board Member’s knowledge (1) only public 
business lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements was discussed and 
(1) only matter identified in the convening motion were discussed, by a 
unanimous roll call vote: Ayes: Washington, Johnson, Parks, Phillips, Crockett, 
Tarr, Major, Hart. Nays: None. Abstain: None. The motion carried. 

18. Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn was made by Supervisor Tarr and seconded by Vice-Chair Major; the 
Accomack County Board of Supervisors voted to adjourn the meeting at 6:08 PM. 
The motion was approved unanimously. 

19. Informational Item 
19.1 Regional Library and Heritage Report to the Board of Supervisors (June) 




