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Training Focus Areas
Listed below are the new focus areas for NIMS training that FEMA 
identified in the 2020 update. 
• ICS: Personnel responsible for tactical activities on-scene

• EOC: Personnel responsible for operational and strategic coordination, resource 
acquisition and information gathering, analysis and sharing

• JIS/PIO: Public Information Officers (PIO) operating within the Joint Information 
System (JIS) responsible for outreach and communication to the media and public

• MAC Group: Personnel responsible for policy guidance and senior-level decision-
making
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NIMS Compliant Incident Management System (ICS) / NIMS courses are offered by many training agencies. To find out if a course is acceptable for NIMS Compliance or other emergency 
management training related requests go to www.vaemergency.gov or email emtraining@vdem.virginia.gov and ask for assistance from the Training, Education & Exercise Division. 

Focus 
Areas

All
Incident Personnel

Incident Personnel with 
Leadership Responsibilities

Incident Personnel Designated as
Leaders/Supervisors

Additional
Advanced 
Training

ICS

IS-100: Introduction to ICS

IS-700: Introduction to NIMS

IS-800: National Response Framework

IS-200: Basic ICS

G0191: EOC/ICS Interface

ICS-300: Intermediate ICS

ICS-400: Advanced ICS

See ICS
Focus Area Slide

EOC

IS-100: Introduction to ICS

IS-700: Introduction to NIMS

IS-800: National Response Framework

IS-2200: Basic EOC Functions

G0191: EOC/ICS Interface

E/L/G2300: Intermediate EOC
Functions

See EOC
Focus Area Slide

JIS/PIO

IS-100: Introduction to ICS

IS-700: Introduction to NIMS

IS-29: NIMS Public 
Information Systems

IS-800: National Response Framework

IS-2200: Basic EOC Functions (for EOC PIOs)
or IS-200: Basic ICS (for ICS PIOs)

L0105: Public Information Basics

G0191: EOC/ICS Interface

E/L/G2300: Intermediate EOC Functions (for EOC 
PIOs) or ICS-300: Intermediate ICS (for ICS PIOs)

ICS-400: Advanced ICS

See JIS/PI
 Focus Area Slide

MAC Group

ICS-402: NIMS/ICS Overview for Senior Officials

Briefing from the Emergency Management Director
See MAC Group 
Focus Area Slide
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ICS Training Progression
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ICS: Personnel responsible for tactical activities on-scene

REQUIRED TRAINING
Courses listed in bold italics below are 

currently required for NIMS Compliance

Incident Personnel 
with Leadership 
Responsibilities

IS-800: National 
Response 

Framework

IS-200: Basic ICS

Additional
Advanced Training

E/L0950-0987: ICS 
All-Hazards IMT Position 

Specific Courses*

O-0305: U.S. Fire 
Administration (USFA)/ 
National Fire Academy 

(NFA) Type 3 All-Hazards 
Incident Management 

Team (AHIMT)

All
Incident Personnel

IS-100: 
Introduction to 

ICS

IS-700: 
Introduction to 

NIMS

Incident Personnel
Designated as 

Leaders/Supervisors

G0191: EOC/ICS 
Interface

ICS-300: Intermediate 
ICS

ICS-400: Advanced ICS

*See full list on following slide

Type 3 AHIMT training develops 
state, regional, and tribal 
AHIMTs who can function 
under NIMS during a large or 
complex incident or major 
event. This course is designed 
for those who are assigned to 
function in a Type 3 AHIMT 
during a large/complex 
incident, typically one covering 
multiple operational periods.

PERSONNEL: 
Includes Federal/State/Tribal/Local/Private 

Sector and non-Governmental Personnel
Refresher training is recommended every three 

years or when new course versions come out.



ICS Advanced Training All-Hazards 
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Each AHJ determines which personnel will take which courses. Organizational 
leaders should base their determination on an individual's level of incident 
responsibility and the organization's relevant emergency management plans.

Additional
Advanced Training

E/L0950-0987: ICS 
All-Hazards IMT Position 

Specific Courses

• E/L0969: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Communications Unit Leader 
Course

• E/L0970: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Supply Unit Leader Course
• E/L0971: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Facilities Unit Leader Course
• E/L0973: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Finance/Administration Section 

Chief Course
• E/L0975: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Finance/Administration Unit 

Leader Course
• E/L0984: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Task Force/Strike Team Leader 

Course
• E/L0986: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Air Support Group Supervisor 

Course
• E/L0987: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Introduction to Air Operations 

Course

• E/L0950: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Incident Commander Course
• E/L0952: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Public Information Officer 

Course
• E/L0954: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Safety Officer Course
• E/L0956: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Liaison Officer Course
• E/L0958: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Operations Section Chief Course
• E/L0960: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Division/Group Supervisor 

Course
• E/L0962: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Planning Section Chief Course
• E/L0964: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Situation Unit Leader Course
• E/L0965: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Resources Unit Leader Course
• E/L0967: NIMS ICS All-Hazards Logistics Section Chief Course



EOC Training Progression
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EOC: Personnel responsible for operational and strategic coordination, 
resource acquisition and information gathering, analysis and sharing

REQUIRED TRAINING
Courses listed in bold italics below are 

currently required for NIMS Compliance

Incident Personnel 
with Leadership 
Responsibilities

IS-800: National 
Response 

Framework

IS-2200: Basic EOC 
Functions

G0191: EOC/ICS 
Interface

Additional
Advanced Training

FEMA Emergency 
Management 

Professional Program 
(EMPP)

Emergency 
Management Institute 

(EMI) Integrated 
Emergency 

Management Course 
(IEMC) 

All
Incident Personnel

IS-100: 
Introduction to 

ICS

IS-700: 
Introduction to 

NIMS

Incident Personnel
Designated as 

Leaders/Supervisors

E/L/G2300: 
Intermediate EOC 

Functions

This is an exercise-based 
training series for EOC 
personnel.

This program includes 
three academies: Basic, 
Advanced, and Executive.

PERSONNEL: 
Includes Federal/State/Tribal/Local/Private 

Sector and non-Governmental Personnel
Refresher training is recommended every three 

years or when new course versions come out.



JIS/PIO Training Progression
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JIS/PIO: Public Information Officers (PIO) operating within the Joint 
Information System (JIS) responsible for outreach and communication 
to the media and public

REQUIRED TRAINING
Courses listed in bold italics below are 

currently required for NIMS Compliance

Incident Personnel 
with Leadership 
Responsibilities

IS-800: National 
Response 

Framework

IS-2200: Basic EOC 
Functions (for EOC 

PIOs) or IS-200: Basic 
ICS (for ICS PIOs)

L0105: Public 
Information Basics

Additional
Advanced Training

E0388: Advanced Public 
Information Officer (PIO)

EMI Integrated Emergency 
Management Course 

(IEMC) 

E/L0952: NIMS ICS
All-Hazards PIO 

O-0305: USFA/NFA Type 3 
All-Hazards Incident 
Management Team 

(AHIMT)

All
Incident Personnel

IS-100: Intro to ICS

IS-700: Intro to 
NIMS

IS-29: NIMS Public 
Information 

Systems

Incident Personnel
Designated as 

Leaders/Supervisors

G0191: EOC/ICS 
Interface

E/L/G2300: Intermediate 
EOC Functions (for EOC 

PIOs) or ICS-300: 
Intermediate ICS (for ICS 

PIOs)

ICS-400: Advanced ICS

This course focuses on 
developing a strong set of 
core PIO skills.

This course is designed for 
those who are assigned to 
function in a Type 3 AHIMT 
during a large/complex 
incident, typically one covering 
multiple operational periods.

This is an exercise-based 
training series for EOC 
personnel.

This course focuses on PIO 
responsibilities in large-scale 
emergency situations, 
especially escalating 
incidents, and includes 
incident action planning 
related to the JIC.

PERSONNEL: 
Includes Federal/State/Tribal/Local/Private 

Sector and non-Governmental Personnel
Refresher training is recommended every three 

years or when new course versions come out.



MAC Group Training Progression
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MAC Group: Personnel responsible for policy guidance and 
senior-level decision-making

REQUIRED TRAINING
Courses listed in bold italics below are 

currently required for NIMS Compliance

Additional
Advanced Training

G0191: Emergency Operations Center/Incident 
Command System Interface

IS-100: Introduction to the Incident 
Command System (ICS)

IS-700: National Incident Management System, 
An Introduction 

Emergency Management Institute (EMI) Integrated 
Emergency Management Course (IEMC)

Incident Personnel Designated as 
Leaders/Supervisors

ICS-402: NIMS/ICS Overview for 
Senior Officials

Briefing from the Emergency 
Management Director

This course introduces ICS and 
provides the foundation for 
higher-level ICS training.

This course provides an 
opportunity for emergency 
management and response 
personnel to begin developing 
an ICS/EOC interface for their 
communities.

This course introduces NIMS 
concepts and principles.

This is an exercise-based 
training series for EOC 
personnel.

PERSONNEL: 
Includes Federal/State/Tribal/Local/Private 

Sector and non-Governmental Personnel
Refresher training is recommended every three 

years or when new course versions come out.
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