
The DOD air installation guidance also covers aircraft noise.  Noise is 
unwanted sound measured in “decibels DNL.” DNL is a term to repre-
sent the average sound level generated by all aviation-related opera-
tions during a 24-hour period. Below the threshold of 65 decibels DNL, 
noise is considered relatively low. For example residential uses are not 
suggested in areas where aircraft noise is expected to exceed 65 deci-
bels DNL, while recreational activities are not discouraged unless the 
noise exceeds 75 decibels DNL. Warehousing, agriculture, forestry, and 
fi shing are considered compatible. The mapping of expected noise lev-
els shown below is based on acoustic modeling.  However, given vari-
ables such as weather, actual fl ight paths, etc., actual noise levels/loca-
tions may vary.
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