
Eastern Shore Regional Fire Training Center 
 

January 2013 Minutes 
 

The Fire Training Center Committee met on Wednesday January 23, 2013 at 1900 hours at the Fire Training Center 
in Melfa, Virginia 

 
Committee Members Present 

 
Robert Hill 
Jim Myers 

Charles Pruitt 
Jim LeCato 

K.W. Ainsworth 
Mick Sharpe 

 
Committee Members Absent 

 
Adam Zieger notified 
Phillip Kelly notified 
Steve Wilson notified 
Mike Turner notified 

 
 
Call To Order: 
 
The January 2013 meeting was called to order by Acting Committee Chairman, Charles Pruitt at 1900 hours. The 
November 2012 minutes were reviewed and approved with the following correction:  Jim LeCato made a motion to 
approve the minutes not Jim Myers.  Motion to approve minutes with correction made by Sharpe and seconded by 
LeCato.  Motion approved. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
The January Agenda was presented by Pruitt with no additions. A motion was made by Myers, seconded by Sharpe 
to accept this month’s agenda. Motion approved. 
 
Usage report: 
 
Pruitt noted the following classes are scheduled: 
1. May Day Firefighter 
2. HTR: Vehicle Extrication  
3. Rapid Intervention 
4. LP Gas Emergencies  
5. Rural Water 
6. Basic Pump 
 
Facility Reports:  
 
Burn Building:  
Pruitt informed the committee about the new burn building design and a couple of items were noted as follows: 
1. The plans are finished and emailed to the committee to review for errors and omissions. 
2. The contractor had concerns for water needed for the concrete work and etc. 

 



 
Classroom Building:  
 
Pruitt informed the committee of the following: 
1. The ice machine has been hooked up and is making ice.  
2. The smart board has been ordered and should be in by the next meeting.  
3. Pruitt brought the need for a new copy machine with duplex capability that has been requested by some of the 

newer groups that have started using the facility. He then presented a quote for 2 copiers to the Committee.  One 
for around $1200 and one around $1400.  A motion was made by KW and seconded by Myers to purchase a 
new copier for no more than $1,500 as approved by Billie Jean and Ben Byrd. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

 
Grounds:  
 
Pruitt reported the following items: 
1. Reported about the in ground tank and that they found a used tank for $12,000 but it has to be relocated, drained 

and serviced.  This would cost as much as a new tank.  So instead of buying the used tank, he recommended 
buying the new tank. The options for an in ground, above ground and used tank were presented to Committee to 
decide. A motion was made to purchase a 20,000 gallon in ground tank with any extra money that may be 
required (that the Grant doesn't cover) will be borrowed from the capital fund and repaid in July from the Aid-
to-Locality monies received from the state was made by KW and seconded by Jim LeCato. The motion was 
approved unanimously. 

2. Pruitt suggested that we build a pad behind the flashover prop to house the forcible entry props so that we can 
use the garage for the newly donated fire engine. A motion was made by KW and seconded by Hill to build the 
new pad behind the flashover prop and a new pad for the propane prop for a cost of no more than $2,000. It was 
approved unanimously. 

 
Training Delivery Reports:  
 
Pruitt reported that the Fire Academy has started. He then reported that the seminar has low registration and that we 
are not getting any vendors to show up.  The committee needs to decide whether or not to have the seminar next year 
due to the cost with such a low turnout. 
 
Financials: 
 
Training Funds (FY2012) 
Pruitt discussed the training funds for FY2012. The Training Center has $12,479 from the training levy as of this 
meeting with a projected balance of $10,521.  It was decided to leave it on the books until the end of the year just in 
case some is needed for the new burn building. This has not changed from last month because no money was spent. 
 
Policy and Procedure: 
 
No discussion was had. 
 
Fallen FF Committee: 
 
Still out to the local Fire commission’s awaiting their fund drives. 
 
Scout Committee: 
  
Ainsworth will find out more information from them and report back to the committee.  
 
 
 
 



Old Business:  
 
1. The fence is able to be relocated but does not need to be done for construction purposes. 
2. Ainsworth reported that the grant writing is still being negotiated. 
3. Boy Scouts are still considering doing the fire explorer program. 
4. Pruitt also suggested the use of an employee to help promote the fire training center for outside safety programs. 
5. The fund drive letter has been sent out on behalf to help cover the costs of the LODD Memorial.  All monies are 

to be sent to the County for use only on the memorial. Our original letter has been put on hold until the LODD 
fund drive is over. 

6. Ainsworth sent pictures to the EasternShoreFire.com as previously discussed.  It cost him $80 dollars. A motion 
was made by LeCato seconded by Sharpe to refund him the money he spent to convert slides to digital photos. 
It was approved unanimously. 

 
 
New Business: 
 
1. Pruitt announced the new members Robert Hill, Philip Kelly and Mike Turner to the committee. 
2. The EMS Council is having a meeting in February and we are on the agenda to present the idea of the Council 

helping us get grants to build an addition to the classroom building so they can have an accredited site for EMS 
testing. 

3. Pruitt presented an idea to put a floor covering in the classroom. 
 
Committee member comments: 
 
Myers brought up the idea of making a patch to show that you have received training from the Fire Training Center. 
He said he would look into the cost of getting the patches made. 
 
Adjournment: 
 
A motion was made to adjourn by Sharpe and seconded by LeCato at 2045 hours.  

http://easternshorefire.com/
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